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Where Olympian Games Were Con¬
tested Centuries Ago New York
"Cracks" Will Try Their Skill.

Athens Is to be invarled by athletes. In
the stadium that dates back to the time of
Herod and was old in the age of Philip, in
the same spot where Olympic games were
held centuries before Christ, athletes from
all over the world will compete next April,
not for the crowns of olive leaves that went
to ancient winners, but for bright gold
medals.

It Is ^o be a great festival of sports-
something akin to those games of the an¬

cient Greeks. In one respect it will be vastly
different, for woman will be there. She
may not only occupy the time-worn marble
seats in the arena as a spectator, but, clad
in bloomers, she may even appear in the
arena, a candidate for athletic honors. In
the old days the gates or the amphitheatre
were closed to women. She who dared vio-

procession representing memorable scenes
of ancient, mediaeval and modern Greek
history. There is to be an ancient drama
played in the old theatre of Epidaurus;
dftnces that are relics of antiquity will also
be indulged in by the peasantry, in gay
costumes, and the philharmonic societies of
that part of Europe are going to assemble
at Athens to sing and play Olympic hymns
composed for the occasion.
The trip to Athens and 'return is not as

expensive as might be supposed by many.
Prom New York to Paris is a matter of $70
to §110. steward's fees, railway and every¬
thing else included. The fare from Paris
to Athens is about $06 first class, if one
takes the packet boat at Marseilles. If
you take a return ticket it is 20 per cent
less than that. It is a run of sixteen
fakes the packet boat at Marseilles. If
thence threfe days and a half by steamer
to Piree, a seaport town which La Fon¬
taine has more immortalized in one of
his fables than have all the historians of
antiquity.

The English univer¬
sities are going to
send teams, and so.
too, will the athletic
clubs of the Conti¬
nent. In this country
we have the New
York Athletic Club,
with a membership of
2,500 and property to
the value of nearly
$600,000; the Berkeley
Athletic Club, with
600 men and $400,000
worth of property;
the Boston Athletic
Club, with a member¬
ship of 1,200 and
property valued at
$450,000. The Chicago,
the Detroit, the Man¬
hattan* and Staten Is¬
land and several oth¬
er athletic clubs, all
with a large member¬
ship, could be men¬
tioned.
There have been no

Olympic games i n
Greece since the Ro-
rnan occupation,
though a try was
made at them during
the reign of King
Otho, who was driven
from the throne by
the populace.
But that attempt of

some seventy five
years ago was almost
as nothing to what
the present plan for
a revival of Olympic
sports calls for. Those
celebrated games re¬
ceived their name
either from Olympia,
where they were ob¬
served, or from Jupi¬
ter Olympus, to whom
they were dedicated.
They were, according
to some, firfct o b-

?h7edm®VeC' refeived The New Woman Will Invade the Prec^ts ol the Maid of Athens. iSVs^mo,

boiling Is from freez¬
ing; but on account of
tier phenomenal voice,
which, so far as the
upper notes are con¬
cerned, at least, Is
all that Trilby's was,
and It Is known that
Miss Yaw's wonderful
singing was creating
something of a sen¬
sation In Paris pri¬
vate concerts at the
time Du Maurler be¬
gan his work.
The novelist writes

of Trilby:
The higher and shriller

she sings the sweeter
it is; higher and shriller
thun any woman had
ever sung before.
He was speaking of

Trilby's singing in
I'aris of Chopin's A
flat impromptu, a
composition which,
though not arranged
for the voice, does
not reach, even on
the piano, Miss Yaw's
highest note. This
singer takes E above
high E with absolute
ease, sustains it
with perfect sweet¬
ness, and has fre¬
quently reached
note above that.
Before Du Maurier

wrote "Trilby,"
rather, before Miss
Yaw became known,
the only possible mod¬
el fdr his character
recorded by history
was Lucrezia Ajugari,
who lived in the lat¬
ter part of the eigh¬teenth century. Sue,accord!^ .*& Mozart,iiai'a range of twen¬
ty-four notes from A
below the staff to C

Miss
more won-
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Yet He Is Neither Celebrated Nor
Especially Tuneful.Dances

with Mis Hands.
The critics agree that it is not always

the best siager who gets the most hear¬
ers. There is an unpretentious young man

living iu a very respectable neighborhood
under the gas house on West Twentieth
street, who can command larger audiences
than the divine Patti, the bird-throated
Melba or even the exuberant Guilbert.
This youth, with power to outdraw the
prima donna, has neither fame nor for¬
tune and he is democratic enough to wear
a pompadour and to be yroud that-
name is D^n Quinn.

tt 15 the phonograph that works the
wonder. Let a person of an inquiring turn
of mind buy one of those brassy instru¬
ments that bear the name of Edison. Let
him take one in San Francisco, Portland,
Seattle, Denver, Cheyenne, or in windy

Quinn does not dance at all. How It Is
done is one of the secrets of the business
that were learned yesterday by a visit to
the laboratory of a progressive firm of
phonograph dealers on Eleventh street.
A phonograph Is like a ball of yarn. Jt

can be wound up and then unwound.
differs from the ball of yarn, though, lor
it can be unwound any number of times,
as long as the impression on the wan
cylinder (the record) lasts. In the la-
d' vatory is. v^efe. .the "winding" is done.
The "unwinding" is over the
world, where the half million "recorda"
made are sold.
Making the records is no such

mattter, as is popularly supposed. There \1
a complex apparatus, the salient-features
being a sounding board, a piano'llve feet

late this law was hurled to death from a

high rock.
The Olympic games were observed every

fifth year, or to speak with greater exact¬
ness, after a revolution of four years, and in
the first month of the fifth year,and they con¬
tinued five days. This space of time between
the celebrations was called an Olympiad,
aDd became an era among the Greeks, who
computed their time by it for a very long
period. Those who arranged at the Paris
Athletic Congress of two years ago for a
revival of these festivals were not entirely
faithful to the ancient custom of observing
them. The sports at Athens in April next
are the first of a series of international
meetings; the second festival occurs at
Paris in 1900 and the third four years later.
The meeting will be inaugurated April ti.

tnat Is the seventy-fifth anniversary of the
proclamation of Greek independence.and
will continue during five days. The gen¬
eral programme of tne games is as follows,
although there may be some modification
of It later on:

Athletic Sports.Foot races. Jumping, throw¬
ing of weights and the quoit.
Gymnastics.Individual and collective com-

bat«, fencing and wrestling, assaults with sword
and sabre.
£ Shooting.At a mark, different distances,

on h Held near Athens.
Naval Sports.Yachting and rowing races In

the Bay or Phalerum, Just outside of the capital.
Natation.Swimming races, polo matches, foot¬

ball.all in the same waters.
Divers Contests.Bicycle races, tennis, cricket

.nd golf matches.
This will be the programme, as near as It

Is possible to now determine It, and there
Is enough of the Hellenic about it to give
the meeting an ancient stamp. What could
be more gtorious sport than to run a foot
race of a "stadium'' before 50,000 persons!
What could be more charming tbau yacht¬
ing contests in a bay where ouce 300 sturdy
Greek "triremes" shattered the Asiatic-
squadrons and sealed the fate of the world!
The Greeks have always been keen ad¬
mirers of outdoor sports and athletic games,
and they will be there in force to cheer the
victors on. The news that Athens had
been chosen by the congress at Paris for
the new Olympiad was hailed with greatenthusiasm all over the kingdom. The in¬
formation reached Greece just when that
country was in the throes of a political con¬
test that threatened its good name and
Implied bankruptcy. But the better people,
led by Dtelyannla, Levidis, Petridis, Varog-
lis, Skouses and a hosft of other honorables
rescued the state from the danger which
menaced it, and then, when the presentv-'se and excellent government had been
farmed, and all was quiet again, the people
gave vent t^ their enthusiasm over the idea
and help and encouragement came from
all classes of society, from all the isles and
from every part of the old peninsula.
The Hellenic Government voted a large

subvention to meet current expenses, and
numerous subscription lists were started.
One rich Greek, Mr. Averot'. living in Alex¬
andria, gave nearly a million francs, and
oi'aer poured in of their wealth liberally.His Highness the Crown Prince was placedat the head of the local Committee of Ar¬
rangements. He is untiring and devoted to
the cause. Prince George, a lieutenant in
the Greek Navy, and Prince Nicholas are
both as enthusiastic and indefatigable as
their royal brother, and each of them is at
the head of an Important sub-committee.
All three Princes, the King and Queen also,,«nd every leading citizen are showing muchInto.** st In the work, and when the "teams"
and iiip tourists from all parts of the civ¬ilized world go to the city that was founded
more tn»n 3,430 years ago they will notonly find everything ready, but they will begiven such a hearty welcome as only theGraecl knoy how to give. They will bethere when Springtime is at its highestcharm, when t^e sun is most genial, whensky and sea ar» bluest, when the air isbest laden with the perfume of flowers,when moonlight is the brightest, when theglowing tints of eauy evening are mostwonderful, most ravishing, most heaven-llke along the mountain sidesThe mystic influence of tie Greek land,with ts natural be :ty «nl its powerfulhistoric past, will mpart a special bril¬liancy to this international ?atWing be_sides which there is Greek hospitality totake into consideration, and ti>? Atheniansare planning to entertain theii visitors tothe very best of their ability. There willbe nightly _Illuminations of th» Acropolisand other classic monuments of the capita)EBd It is oroposed to -nave a grano historic

Where Ancient Greeks Struggled for the Emperor's Favor, Modern New Yorkers Will Box, Play Football and Ride Bicycles.
Of course, the shortest route leads

through Italy. The railway ticket takes
one from Paris to the Mont Cenis tunnel,
to Turin, to Brindisi, and thence by boat
to Patras, whence there is a well man¬

aged railway to Athens. Steamers leave
Brindisi four times every week, the boat
leaving on Friday stops for several hours
at Corfu, one of the Ionian islands, to en¬
able passengers to make a pretty excur¬
sion to the chateau of the Empress of
Austria. After this halt the boat hastens
on to Patras. whence the distance to the
capital is only seven hours.
But if this "nearly all rail" route is

quick and convenient, it is not the cheap¬
est nor the best, and besides the steamer
from Marseilles to Piree-Athens is a
joy forever. A boat leaves every fifteen
days direct for Piree, and the voyage over
the Mediterranean along the southern edge
ui the Ionian Sea, and among the many
islands has such an indescribable charm
that passengers reluctantly quit the deck
when the ship's bell sounds the hour for
retiring.

It begins to look as If the United
States were not going to be properly rep¬
resented at these Olympic games. Mr. Will¬
iam M. Sloane, the eminent professor of
Princeton College, has had something to
do with carrying on the agitation in this
country, but has not been in any way
the head of the movement. He declares
that the invitations were sent direct to
the various clubs from Athens.
"But one of these responded," he says,

Testing the Record.
VfiO? ^faat seemed enough.the New Vnrtfion ofC The,club declared Its Inten-
COnrs* h. £ a teaU1' WMch WOUld, Ofa?. .> it Ve °een a splendid one. But,
fhp 'n«recently been announced inintent*Peis that the club has changed itsSlS,,/ beiieve to have been
nnrt Inability to get a team together
rnnfain tw ?, ng at this season."Captain William B. Curtis the fnmnnaamateur sportsman, does not think thl

States for nti
® support in the Unitedotates for at least three good reasonsand these he simmers down to: First thegreat expense of such an expedition; sec®on<3. the inopportune time of the year-

gramme
WaDt °f publicitr of theTro-

h«"Th1Ie hav_e.be,en general statements,"he writes a friend, "that there would berunning and jumping and weight-throwingiiUC 'J0 |PecI?c programme has been pub-h?2; F,or instance, Mr. Kilpatr! k, theworld s champion half-mile runner, mightand no race between a furlong and a mileinfl consequently would have nothing toSo when he got there. Or Mr. Vv'efershe world's champion sprinter, might find*» races short enough to his ab "tj.'i

opinion is that they were established by
Hercules after his victory obtained ov4r
Augins, B. C. 1222, though Homer makes
no mention of them, and yet he was care¬
ful to chronicle the amusements and di¬
versions of the ancient Greeks. It is pret¬
ty certain that Iphitus, a King of Elis, in
the age of Lycurgus, renewed them about
1884 years before the Christian Bra.
There is every probability that the New

Manhattan Athletic Club will be repre¬
sented a£ the Grecian games by a very
strong team. Several candidates are now
in training for the sprints and weights,
and one of the best hurdlers in the coun¬
try has signified his willingness to become
a member of the team if he can secure the
approval of his parents. It is possible
that Clinton Irwin-Martin, of Berkeley
School, will represent the club In the quar¬
ter and half mile. A new weight-thrower
has also been found who can equal Mitch¬
ell's work, but at present the club will
not make public the full list of competitors.

Miss ^aW's Voice
taifte "fprtlb^'s."

There are Strang reasons for the belief
that Miss Ellen Beach Yaw, the widest-
ranged soprano in the world, who is now
at the Waldorf preparing for her debut in
this city, is the original of "Trilby." Or, at
least, it Is very probable that Du Maurier
got the suggestion for his celebrated char¬
acter from her. Not that she fits the char¬
acter of the Trilby of the Paris studios, by
any means, for she is as far from these as

derful, more Trilby-like compass than that.
Her voice ranges fi*om G below the staff to
E in altissimo, twenty-seven full tones.
But not alone on account of her phe¬

nomenal voice does Miss Yaw fit Du Mau-
rier's character. She is the "very tall and
fully developed young female" whom the
author describes. She bears herself with
"easy, unembarrassed grace, like a per¬
son whose nerves and muscles are well in
tune, whose spirits are high." She has
the -wavy Trilby hair, the "healthy young
face which could scarcely be called quite
beautiful at first sight," but the Yaw face,
like the Trilby face, grows on a pel-son.
But it is that neck, that marvellous Yaw
neck, which we have to thank for con¬
taining the most altitudinous voice the
world has ever known, which fits most
exactly the detailed description given of
Trilby. Then there Is the fine brow, the
"thin, level eyebrows darker than her
hair," etc.

1

Sinking: to the Latest Audience in the World.Quinn and the Phonograph Receivers.
'sivot-v^ *»*th life a Jeurnal staff t tistj

Chicago, bleak Winnipeg, sleepy St. Louis,
or in Boston, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Wash¬
ington or Albany.any city in this coun¬

try or in Europe that he will. Let him
drop a nickel in the slot, put the prongs to
his ears, and what is he apt to hear?
First he will likely hear noises that

sound like frying fat. Then the machine
will say "Buzz-z-z! buzz-z-z!" and make
more noises like frying fat. Finally.nine
times in ten.a real voice will speak, very
distinctly for the size of it, uttering words
like these:
"Song and dance entitled 'Little Dark

JBrown Lou,' as sung by Mr. Dan W.
Quinn."
The instrument does not stop to explain

how anything, even a phonograph, can

sing a dance. Last thhe song comes,
sounding like this:
Where the colored.(sputter! buzz-z!) dwell
Lives a little coffee-colored eooii;

He done got.(hlss-s! sputter!) 'oony on a dusky
little belle,

A gal he meant to wed right soon.
But this lit.(buzz-z!) nigger
Was as jeal.(crack-k!) as could be.

And so (hie! sputter! buzz-z!) Joke
He quickly came a'poutin' round and said:

Mr. Quinn Performs a Song and Dance.
Chorus:

Say, Lou, tell me if you do,
Love your little honey any more.
You are.(buzz-z!).est
'Deed, you art the neatest
Gal dat I ever saw.
Lordy! Lordy! Yordy! Come sis.
Give your man a kiss.
Golly I'll be happy if you do.
Honey (buzz-z! buzz-z! buzz-z-z!) poutln'
Don't yo' hear de shoutin',
Little dark-brown Lou.

All through the song is heard a piano
accompaniment. After the chorus the lis¬
tener hears the sound of clog-dancing in
time with the same chorus accompaniment
repeated. It is very realistic. To the man
with tubes to his ears it seems as If lie
could all but see "Mr. Dan Quinn" hoeing
it down in good old negro minstrel style
oa the sta«t. As a matter of fact Dan

up from the floor, a framework cleverly
constructed to hold a number of phono¬
graphs In such manner that the big ends
of their receiving horns are brought close
together, and stands for the operators.
When everything was ready for "Dark-
Brown Lou" two men started all the
phonographs. They are run by electric
lnotoi-s. Dan Quinn mounted a platform
that brought his face close to the group
of horns. Frank Banta, who has been the
accompanist for years, climbed Into an
elevated seat facing the- piano. The whole
back had been taken out of the piano
so that it's sound could reach the phono¬
graphs unhindered.

"All ready," shouted the man at the
phonographs. "Go!"
At the word Banta hammered away at

the piano for dear life. Quinn bent to
his work and shouted the words of the
song into the trumpets as if he were

singing to.say.ten thousand people. When
the chorus was finished the music of the
accompaniment kept on going, much after
the fashion of a horse that runs past the
post. Quinn picked up two pine boards,
and with them began pounding out the clog
dance on a small eiApty wooden box.
When the cylinders that had been made

were tested on a parlor phonograph by the
girl whose duty it is to try the "records,"
the result was found to be as beautiful
as the reality had been prosaic. The
semblance of Dan Quinn in the instrument
went through the song, played its own

accompaniment and then rose on the vision¬
ary stage, and, with wonderfully nimble
feet, danced to the refrain. Dan Quinn
listened to the reproduction of his own

song and box-thumping as it came out of
the brass horn. It seemed as if he had
projected his astral body.
For more than five years ,Quinn and his

accompanist, Banta, have been making
"records for the phonograph companies.
In this time he lias sung to impress 50,000
cylinders. But even that figure ddes not
give an adequate conception of the audi¬
ence the young man has sung to through
the wavy lines on this wax creations. It
has been proved possible for these "rec¬
ords" to be stolen. One "record" is made
to talk Into another phonograph, and In
that way stolen copies, or "duplicates,"
are made. High-priced lawyers are now
trying to find something in their sheep-
botina books which will Dring phonograph
"records" within the bounds or the copy¬
right law. It is likely thai the 50,000
cylinders have become 500.000 by this
time, for there are some filching firms
which do a big business. It is a species of
robbery which does not at present appear
to be a crime. Estimating tbat five people
have listened to each of these 500,000
cylinders, 2,500,000 persons have heard
this particular soug by Dan Quinn.
The phonograph has worked a wonderful

change in the music business, and few peo¬
ple understand It. When May Irwin in¬
troduced her song, "The New Bully." she
refused' to print it. Quinn went to near
the song twice and then climbed upon the
platform in the laboratory and sang it into
the nest of trumpets. In two weeks the
song was being sung by the nickel-in-the-
slot phonographs in forty cities. Miss
Irwin wondered how it came that all the
boys were whistling her song in towns be¬
fore she got there.
Since these methods have been In vogue

songs travel everywhere that man lives
with amazing swiftness. It is said that
the year "Two Little Girls in Blue" came
out a man left San Francisco for Herschel
Island, 2,000 miles beyond Sitka, in the
Arctic Ocean, and on his arrival there
found thaat the little Esquimaux boys were
already singing the song .

Singing tor the phonograph Is an exact
art. Dan Quinn Is one of the very, few per¬
sons who have become learned in it. Pattl
has failed, and so have all the other fa¬
mous singers. Quinn can sing and pro¬
nounce every word distinctly. The other
singers are full of expression, but lack In
articulation. Quinn can sing over 500
comic songs, relying entirely on his mem¬
ory, and pronounce every single word in
verses and chorus with distinctness
enough to give the phonograph a chance
to catch It, - A


